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Thank you to all of our 
Event Directors over the 
years.   
 
 
George & Lynne Kay 
Deborah Godfrey 
Isabelle Charbonneau 
Bob O’Shaughnessy 
Karen Willison 
Tom Phelps 
Sylvie Rathier 
Cathy Fernandes 
Erin McGougald 
Kevin Sageman 
Randy Sageman  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE              Contact: Sylvie Rathier

October 2008                                         sylvie@snowexpress.org

CADS VERTICAL EXPRESS FOR MS BIDS ITS FINAL 
FAREWELL 
 
Fifteen years and over 2.6 million raised ! 
       _________________________
 
Dear Participants, Donors, Volunteers, Sponsors and Ambassadors 
 
Fifteen years ago two people, Tom Phelps and Karen Willison, made it possible to bring the 
VEMS events to Canada and in doing so, empowered many Canadians and their families 
living with MS to transform and improve their quality of life through the Heuga Center’s CAN 
DO programs. 
 
For the first year, our event was hosted at Beaver Valley Ski Club in Ontario.  The following 
year, Sunshine Village in Alberta, was added to the list.  It was the beginning of 11 years of 
great fundraising and a ton of fun on the slopes.  We hosted 1 event at Mont Tremblant and 
then Gray Rocks joined us in 1999 followed by Grouse Mountain in BC in 2000.  Some of 
you will remember the downhilll marathons at Sunshine, the GS races at The Toronto Ski 
Club, the rain and fog of the GS course at Mont Tremblant, the sun showing up on the event 
at Grouse Moutain after 4 months of rain and the fun scavenger hunts at Gray Rocks.  And 
how could we forget all those Vail Finals!  Thank you to the Heuga Center for all those great 
times that have forged family and friends along the way. 
 
Teams of three gathered year after year, challenging themselves on the slopes and most 
importantly on the fundraising side.  This event would not have been possible without the 
enthusiasm, camaraderie and fearce competitiveness of the teams.  Our hats go off to you.  
Your efforts have made a difference to so many Canadians living with MS. 
 
Events such as these were also made possible by the great support of sponsors and ours 
was no different.  For many years we were fortunate enough to have an amazing Title 
Sponsor – BIOGEN IDEC.  We extend our sincere thanks for your continuous support, both 
on and off the slopes.   
 
To all the Volunteers who gave of their time, who stood in the cold setting up GS courses, 
making sure everyone was safe and having fun…we thank you.  And how could we forget 
our Ambassadors for their constant support of the events, for their positive outlook, their 
great coaching abalities and for getting us to play out in the snow.  Thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts. 
 
To all our Event Directors over the years, your dedication and love of the event has carried 
us a long way.  The fruits of your labour will surely have left a small footprint in the lives of 
many Canadians afflicted with MS.  
 
And while all the Event Directors are bidding farewell to the Snow Express, scholarships to 
the CAN DO programs will still be offered to Canadians until the funds have been liquidated. 
 
On behalf of everyone, and from our hearts to yours, THANK YOU for all the wonderful years 
of creating hopes and dreams. 
 
          
Sylvie  
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The Downhill Circle 
$1,000 - $2,999 level 

 
 

A.E. Grossman Foundation 
ALL Canada Crane Rental Corp. 
Ann Russell 
Bennett Jones LLP 
Bob Burgess 
CADS 
Crescent Point Resources Limited 
Gord Pearce 
Harlequin Enterprises Limited 
Heavy Construction Association 
Illumiti Inc. 
Interior Systems Contractors Ass. 
of Ont. 
International Intertemp 
James Slater 
Jeff Jeffries 
Karen Willison 
L.I.U.N.A. Ont. Provincial District 
Council 
Luigino Rocca 
Mercer Canada Ltd. 
Michael Butcher 
Robert Chiuch 
Scotia Capital 
Stantec 
Tiffany Park Homes (Maple) Ltd. 
Trealmont Chartering Inc. 
 

 
To our Host Resorts over the 
years, thank you for your 
support … 
 
Sunshine Village 
Toronto Ski Club 
Gray Rocks 
Beaver Valley Ski Club 
Grouse Mountain 
Blue Mountain Resorts 
Mont Tremblant 

CADS Vertical Express for MS
 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 
 
The CADS Vertical Express for MS WISHES TO EXTEND A SPECIAL 
THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS. 
 
A BIG thank you goes to all the sponsors listed below.  We couldn’t have done 
our last year without their interest and support. 
 
National Suppliers: 

 
Local Suppliers for Ontario: 
A&P, Carlsberg, Flanagan Foodservices, Helluva Dip, M&M Meat Shop, Pizza 
Hut, San Filippo, Squire John's, and Twist Martini Bar 
 
 
Local Suppliers for Alberta: 
Wild Rose Brewery, Budget rental, Sunshine Village, Sunshine Inn, Aspen 
Lodge, Calgary Herald, City TV 
 

 
CIBC Mellon Global Securities, James B. Archer-Shee, RBC Capital Markets 
Foundation  
 

 
Accoustical Association of Ontario, Canadian Forest Navigation Co., 
Fairwater Capital, Letko Brosseau, Xstrata  
 

 
Canadian National Railway, Carpenters and Allied Workers Local 27, 
Toronto and Area Road Builders Association 
 
To all our donors: 
Thank your for having supported the events over the years, for cheering 
your favourite teams and for making a difference in someone living with 
MS. 
 
p.s. Any questions regarding tax receipts or disbursement of funds for 
the CAN DO programs should be addressed to David O’Brien, Executive 
Director, CADS.  (executive.director@disabledskiing.ca) 

 


